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“Tf we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. — I JohN 1: 6, 7. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


THE following is an extract from a sermon delivered by President Joseph 
F. Smith at the Davis Stake Conference, March 20, 1899: 

We have heard this morning in relation to the authority necessary for 
men to have to act in the name of the Lord acceptably. The Savior, when 
He was upon the earth, chose twelve apostles, with Peter, James and John 
at their head, that they might be special witnesses of Him in all the world 
and proclaim His name among the people, so that all who would believe 
on Him, repent of their sins, and obey His law, might have everlasting 
life. The same authority that was conferred upon the ancient disciples 
of Christ by the laying on of His own hands, has been restored to the 
earth in these latter days. Christ inherited that authority from the 
Father, and it was re-confirmed upon Him by Moses and Elias on the 
Mount, and also by John the Baptist. For even Christ could not have 
fulfilled His mission here if He had not been set apart and ordained here 
as well as in the heavens, and baptized and prepared through obedience 
to the law of God to set an example in all things to the people. Christ, 
therefore, went unto John to be baptized. John forbade Him; but Jesus 
said, “Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righte- 
ousness.” Jesus Christ never omitted the fulfillment of a single law that 
God has made known for the salvation of the children of men. It would 
not have done for Him to have come and obeyed one law and neglected or 
rejected another. He could not consistently do that and then say to man- 
kind, “Follow me.” John the Baptist had received the authority to baptize 
by the anointing of the High Priest and by the visitation of angels, as re- 
corded in the scriptures. The Lord sent John the Baptist. He was a 
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child of promise. He came upon the earth for this especial purpose, and 
the greatness of his mission upon earth was that he came to baptize the 
Son of God. No other prophet ever had such a privilege. No other 
prophet was ever chosen to come as the forerunner of Jesus Christ and 
to baptize him. It was this that Jesus referred to when He said of John 
that no greater prophet was ever born of woman. 

Brother Teasdale has been showing us how this authority and priest- 
hood has been restored to the earth in this dispensation first by the com- 
ing in person of the Father and the Son. Can we comprehend this great 
fact for this must be a fact or else we have no foundation for our faith, 
nor by the claim we make to the authority of the holy Priesthood. The 
Father and the Son, in person, came to Joseph Smith when he was a boy 
of fourteen years! They did not come to a grown man who had been 
educated in the schools, and who had his ideas set in his mind; but they 
came to a mere boy, unsophisticated, untaught, plastic, ready to receive 
inspiration, and ready to believe in that which he saw and heard. He 
was a child indeed whom God chose to raise up unto manhood, and who 
had the privilege to see with his own eyes and hear with his own ears the 
Father and the Son. Joseph Smith—a child—was called to this great 
mission! Did he comprehend what God had in store for him? Did he 
know what he went out to see? Did he foresee what would befall him? 
None of these things were made manifest unto him, only as God revealed 
line upon line, precept upon prevept, here a little and there a little as he 
developed in mind and body and was able to understand what the Lord 
revealed unto him. The Lord raised up Joseph Smith literally from a 
child. He instructed him, and taught him all he knew. He chose him 
in his childhood and made of him the man that He required. 

Men say that Joseph Smith was an impostor. Well, he started young 
to be an impostor, did he not? But let us admit for a moment that he 
was an impostor, and that therefore the Church he established is an 
imposture. What has this “imposture” done for mankind? What has it 
done for you and me? | 

Oh! it has opened the heavens unto the world. It has revealed God in 
His own proper person It has revealed Jesus by the side of the Father, 
the Father declaring that it was He who had been crucified and raised 
from the dead. It has revealed the doctrine of repentance, and baptism 
for the remission of sins, just as taught by Jesus Christ and His apostles. 
It has restored the perfect form of baptism. It has brought into the 
world the grand and glorious principle of baptism for the dead, and the 
doctrine of turning the hearts of the children to the fathers and the hearts 
of the fathers to the children. It has revealed to us the most glorious 
principles that were ever revealed to the children of men since the days 
of Adam. It takes men and women and it joins them together in an 
eternal covenant of matrimony, holy and pure, given of God, which sup- 
plies the necessities and meets the purest and strongest desires of the 
soul. It makes men and women complete—husbands and wives for time 
and for all eternity. What a glorious thought this is! Can we compre- 
hend it. It brings to us a knowledge that our children are given to us as 
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a heritage from God, that they are to be our posterity forever and forever, 
under the new and everlasting covenant. It reveals to us the grand truth 
that we are begotten and formed in the image and likeness of the Father 
and of the Son. It reveals to us the glorious fact that we shall be raised 
from the dead to come to life again, even to life everlasting. It has 
taught us and teaches us to be good, to be meek and lowly, to be submissive 
to the requirements of Almighty God. It teaches us to be good neighbors, 
good husbands, good wives, good brothers, good sisters, good men and 
women. It teaches us to be forbearing and patient, and to even love 
those that hate us and despitefully use us and say all manner of evil 
against us falsely. 

Thank God for this “imposture” of Josph Smith! No man before him, 
except the Son of God Himself, ever revealed so complete, so perfect a 
plan of redemption and salvation as did this little boy, Joseph Smith. 
Had it not been for Joseph Smith the restored Gospel and priesthood God 
has given us through him, where would we be to-day? We would be 
scattered abroad in the world, perhaps barely able to make a living. I 
bear in mind now a remark made by one of our prominent brethren a few 
years ago, whose face was scarred by the wounds he had received in the 
coal pits of Scotland. He was a coal digger, and was scarcely permitted 
to see the light of day. In the bowels of the earth he labored and toiled 
from year to year, until the Gospel reached him and brought him to this 
country. Said he, “If it had not been for Joseph Smith and for this 
Gospel, I should perhaps have been in my grave ere this; at all events I 
should be working thousands of feet below the earth for my living.” But 
he became one of our most prominent men, a wealthy man, and highly 
respected in his day. And now from his home above he looks upon his 
wives and children, and rejoices exceedingly that he was brought from 
the coal pits in his native land unto this land of liberty and light, where 
he received the blessings of the Gospel and the ordinances of the house of 
God. But for Joseph Smith and this Gospel, some of you would have been 
in old England, some in old Scotland, sone in Scandinavia, some in Ger- 
many, some in Switzerland, some in different parts of the United States; 
and some of us would have been very insignificant, too, compared to what 
we are to-day. 


* * * * 


I now desire to go back a little. First, the Father and the Son appeared 
to Joseph Smith. Then what? Then the Lord sent to him Moroni, an 
ancient prophet who lived upon this continent, and who had charge of the 
plates from which the Book of Mormon was taken. After his race was 
destroyed, he hid this record in the hill Cumorah, where it could be pre- 
served until the time should come when the dispensation of the fulness of 
the Gospel should be begun upon the earth. He came to him by night, 
clothed in glory, so much so that the room was filled as with the light of 
the noonday sun. Joseph received line upon line and precept upon pre- 
cept from this messenger. He quoted the prophecies of Isaiah, of Joel 
and of Malachi, and also some of the words of the New Testament, in 
relation to the coming of the Messiah in the latter days, etc. He told 
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Joseph that these scriptures, though believed to have been fulfilled by 
some of the ancients, had not yet been fulfilled. But for his declaration 
of this fact, we would not have known that they had not been fulfilled. 
He said that their fulfillment was about to take place. Joseph received 
these instructions from him three successive times in the one night. 
Thrice did the angel visit him in his chamber and repeat these passages 
of scripture to him, in order to impress them upon his mind. Then he 
made an agreement with Joseph to meet him once a year for four succes- 
sive years, in which he was to be taught these and other matters over and 
over again, as we have to be taught over and over again in order that we 
may learn and understand some things that it seems difficult for us to 
comprehend. The angel Moroni visited him, and educated him, and pre- 
pared his mind for the great work that was about to devolve upon him. 
He came four successive years, and Joseph finally received the plates con- 
taining the record of the Book of Mormon, which had been hidden up by 
Moroni about 1400 years before. 

Then Joseph began their translation. While translating them with his 
scribe to write, frequently they would come to passages they did not 
understand. I remember hearing David Whitmer on one occasion relate 
an incident connected with the translation. He said Joseph had come to 
a passage which referred to Jerusalem as being a walled city, and Joseph 
was so ignorant in regard to Jerusalem that he did not know whether it 
was a walled city or not. “How is that, Oliver?” said Joseph; “is it 
true?” Oliver informed him that it was true, and it was the first time 
he knew it. By and by they came to a passage which spoke of baptism 
for the remission of sins, by immersion. Joseph and Oliver went out into 
the woods to enquire of the Lord in regard to this, and to know what the 
Lord’s will was concerning baptism. This was on the 15th day of May, 
1829. They were two boys that the world had never taken any notice of, 
and but for the work the Lord called them to, would never have noticed 
at all. They knelt down in a secret place, and began to pray, when 
lo! an angel appeared unto them. He declared that he was John the 
Baptist, who had been beheaded by Herod; that he had come before to 
prepare the way for the first coming of the Son of Man, and that he had 
been sent again to prepare the way for His second coming, when He shall 
take vengeance upon the wicked and the ungodly, and receive those who 
are righteous. He told them to go down into the river (the Susquehanna) 
and baptize each other. Joseph was to baptize Oliver, and then Oliver 
was to baptize Joseph. Previous to this, John the Baptist laid his hands 
upon their heads, and said unto them: 

“Upon you, my fellow servants, in the name of Messiah, I confer the 
priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of angels, 
and of the Gospel of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for the 
remission of sins; and this shall never be taken again from the earth, 
until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord in righte- 
ousness.” 

After they had baptized each other, they ordained each other to the 
Aaronic priesthood, as they had been commanded by John the Baptist. 
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After the angel had discharged his duty and prepared these boys for the 
preaching of the Gospel and baptism for the remission of sins, he left 
them, and they rejoiced exceedingly. As they returned from the water's 
edge they overheard one of Joseph’s brothers praying to know what the 
Lord required of him; for he had faith already in the mission of his 
brother Joseph; and when they found him they taught him the principle 
of baptism, and then baptized him by immersion. 

This was the beginning of the restoration of the authority of God to 
man, by which man could preach the Gospel in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and could administer baptism to those that believed and 
repented of their sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost. It was a commission sent from God, not from man; and 
it was sent through the channels of the Holy Priesthood. God sent those 
who held the keys in ancient times to confer the Priesthood upon those 
who dwelt on earth in these times. By and by He sent His servants 
Peter, James and John, who held the Melchisedek Priesthood, which is 
after the order of the Son of God, and they laid their hands upon Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery and ordained them to the Apostleship and the 
Melchisedek Priesthood, which holds the kéys to minister in all the ordin- 
ances of the Gospel from beginning to end, and which holds the power of 
life unto life and death unto death. And these men—Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery—conferred that Priesthood upon others, and it has been 
handed down from Apostle to Apostle and from Elder to Elder, until 
to-day, as a body, we hold the Priesthood of God. Most of us hold the 
Melchisedek Priesthood. And we are called to be ministers of life and 
salvation to the world. We are commissioned to call upon the world to 
repent of their sins and to be baptized for the remission of sins. Most of 
us have received this authority, through the administration of Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery, they having received it from God the Eternal 
Father. And it is not an apostasy nor a bastard Priesthood; it is not an 
assumed authority. It is authority from God. And it has never been 
taken from the Church, and there never has been any necessity to re- 
organize the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints since Joseph 
Smith organized it in the beginning. There never has been any stoppage 
to its progress. It has continued, uninterrupted, from the beginning 
until now; and it will continue, as the Lord has said, until we shall pre- 
vail over our enemies, in righteousness; not in wrath, not with murderous 
intent, not with any idea to do bodily or spiritual harm to the inhabitants 
of the earth, but with the intent to save them and exalt them in the pres- 
ence of the Almighty. That is our mission. We have not been called to 
destroy, but to save and exalt. And we propose to continue at this while 
we live. Then we expect with the blessing of the Almighty, our children 
to take up the work where we leave it off, and after them their children, 
and so on until God’s purposes shall be accomplished in the world and the 
whole earth be redeemed from the curse. 

We know this work will go on, because the Lord has decreed it. It is 
not the work of Joseph Smith; it is not the work of Brigham Young; 
neither is it the work of John Taylor, nor Wilford Woodruff, nor Lorenzo 
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Snow; it is not the work of the Twelve Apostles; it is not the work 
of the Seventies or High Priests or Elders. It is God’s work. If we 
will only be faithful, God will bless us to the accomplishment of great 
good, and we will be entitled to great reward. But the honor of this 
work belongs to God; and when any man assumes to take this honor 
to himself he is getting off the track. Of course, honor is due to Joseph 
Smith because God honored him, Jesus honored him; for Jesus not only 
visited him with the Father, but also in the Kirtland Temple He ap- 
peared unto Him. The Father also sent to him Moses and Elias and 
those that held the keys of the Priesthood and of the Gospel of Christ 
in its fullness in different dispensations and these messengers conferred 
these keys and this authority upon him, until all the keys and all the 
authority necessary for the salvation of the human family were com- 
mitted into his hands. From his they have come into the hands of his 
successors and those whom he called around him in the organization of 
the Church as revealed unto him by the Lord. No one man holds all 
the authority himself; for this authority is conferred upon many. Hence 
the necessity that we should be united. It is necessary that the First 
Presidency should see eye to eye; that the Twelve Apostles should be 
united; that the First Presidency and the Twelve should be united and see 
eye toeye; that the Seventies should be united, not only among themselves, 
but with the Twelve and the Presidency, that they may all see eye to eye 
and be one in the ministry, and the work that has been required at their 
hands; and then that union should prevail from them, through all the 
ramifications of the Church, in all the organizations of the Priesthood. 
We should be obedient, consistent and harmonious in our actions one 
with another, that there may be no schism or division in the Church, 
but that the whole Church may be one, and be God’s people. Then we 
shall recognize and acknowledge the authority of God, and the voice of 
God as supreme above all other things. 

May God bless you and help us all to do our duty, and to understand 
that the authority of God has been bestowed upon us, and that we are 
called upon to do a great and a wonderful work. That we may do it by 
the blessing and help of the Father, is my prayer in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


Man anD MoxkET.— Under the title “L’Homme et le Singe,“ the Mar- 
quis de Nadaillac, in the Revue des Questions Scientifiques, criticises the 
alleged descent of man from the anthropoids. “He points out forcibly,” 
says Dr. D. G. Brinton, in Science, how many assumptions, without posi- 
tive support, underlie the general theory of evolution, and especially the 
evolution of man from any known lower type. At the same time he does 
not pretend that our present knowledge is decisive, either for the nega- 
tive or the affirmative.” At the present time,” says Nadaillac, “in view 
of what is actually known, we are not prepared to deny the possibility of 
any such theory; but, I hasten to add, we are just as little prepared to 
affirm it as a truth.” “Such caution,” Dr. Brinton adds, is certainly i in 


season, as the tendency is constant to hasty conclusions,” 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1900. 


NEED OF CONTINUOUS REVELATION. 


Ir is strange what antagonism has developed in the minds of modern 
Christians towards anything that savors of revelation, visitation of angels, 
miraculous manifestations or communications with the heavens, since 
these are the basic principles of Christianity, and if removed, religion 
has no foothold to stand upon. When Peter, in response to the question 
of Jesus, replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus 
said, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also 
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Some say that Peter 
is that rock, but it is not likely He would build His church upon mortal 
man, for after this, Peter denied the Christ; but the subject under discus- 
sion was the fact that the Father had revealed to Peter that Jesus was 
the Christ. That is the rock—even the rock of revelation—upon which 
He would build His church. Jesus said, “And this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent.” “Canst thou by searching find out God.” For ages men have 
been trying to find out God by their own worldly wisdom, rather than by 
going to the same source from which Peter obtained his testimony, but 
failure has been the inevitable result. 

Whenever the Lord has had a people on the earth, communication with 
the heavens has been opened up through the mouths of His prophets and 
through the medium of the Holy Spirit, and the necessity is as great in 
our day asin any former age. We find the professed followers of Christ 
broken up into several hundred different sects, each contending against 
the others on some minor points of doctrine and “neglecting the weightier 
matters of the law; such as were considered of vital importance by Jesus 
and the Apostles. | 

None of these various sects teach more than a small fraction of the 
doetrines of Christ, each sect having broken loose from some other because 
of the discovery of some doctrine taught in the Bible that was ignored in 
the other denominations. This trying to amend an adulterated Christi- 
anity is like putting a new patch on an old garment, the rent is often 
made larger than it was before. Paul says, “The things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God. , , But the natural man receiveth 
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not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

This Spirit of God is the spirit of revelation—that rock upon which 
Christ said He would build His church, for He declared, “Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak, and he will show you things to come.” 

The learned divines of to-day will tell you that these things are done 
away and are no longer needed, for the wisdom of man is all sufficient in 
this enlightened age; to them these things are foolishness. They have 
undermined the church of Christ and have removed the rock upon which 
Christ said He would build His church, and have their structures resting 
on the sand preparatory to the time when the rains will descend and the 
floods come and the winds blow and beat upon that house, and “great will 
be the fall of it.” 

The needs of humanity are the same as they were 1900 years ago, it 
requires the same saving power for the present generation that was 
necessary then, God is the same yesterday, to-day and forever, and his 
relations to man are the same. The same causes will produce the same 
effects. 

There can be but little saving power in a Christianity that requires 
nothing of its devotees but a mental assent that Jesus is the Christ; but 
the urgent need of the present age—yes, the need of all ages, past, present 
and future—is a Christianity that is firmly built upon the rock of revelation 
and takes hold of every fiber of the human heart, that will lead a man 
down into the waters of regeneration that he may come forth a new man 
in Christ Jesus, that will purify the heart and enlarge the soul; a Chris- 
tianity that cannot be doffed with the Sunday clothes but is an essential 
part of the very existence, that will go with a man into business, into 
politics and into all the avenues of social life, that will lead the employer 
to deal fairly by his employee, and inspire the employee to faithfully earn 
his salary, that will make a man a better husband and a better father, a 
better neighbor and a better friend; a Christianity that will fil] the soul 
with justice and the heart with love and mercy, that will prompt to self- 
sacrifice for humanity’s sake. 

Such a Christianity can come only from a divine source through those 
whose hearts are open to receive the divine influence of the Holy Spirit 
and who are willing to be guided completely by the inspiration thereof. 

A. W. 


ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT. 


Tue standing, progress and prospects exhibited by the several mission 
fields of the nations, is closely observed and critically noticed by all the 
thinking members of the Church, and this may well be the case when we 
consider the multitude of personal interests associated therewith, for it 
is not only the proclamation of the truths of the Gospel which are so 
obvious, but there is a wonderful background of continuous sacrifice in- 
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volved. The financial aspect is of course quite a prominent one, men 
have to be sustained, travel must be provided for and time has to be 
expended, but none can tell or express the severances of affection, the 
lengthy absences of husband, father and son, none can estimate the giving 
up of wife, children or affianced, none can count the cost of situations left, 
of business suspended, of enterprises abandoned and projects set aside, 
with many other elements which the participants alone may know. 

Yet the situation is accepted all round, bravely, manfully, uncomplain- 
ingly as a sacred duty, as an understood responsibility, as a mission which 
falls with some sort of equality on husbands and wives, on parents and 
children, on society and friends, on business and progress, with all of the 
accompanying or possible anxiety, risk, sacrifice and self-denial. 

And yet with a courage begotten of faith, and a heroism sustained of 
inspiration, this side of the shield is but little observed or cared for, but 
every eye and heart moistens and throbs at the instance of hope and on 
the reflection of success, and so it comes to pass that statistics and reports 
are conned with an ardor which shows the drift of thought, and a criticism 
which finds joy in results as part of the programme and a fulfilment of 
promise. | 

To the active ministry figures are a loving study, they are the barometer 
which indicates on its sections each individual field of action, and com- 
- parison is as inevitable as the rising of the sun, for while we individually 
love our own Mission or Conference, and would prefer to see it in the fore- 
ground ; in the event of its being found in the rear, queries must arise in 
the breast of every worker why success seems to rest here and to be with- 
held elsewhere. 

It will be seen that the ratio between the number of Elders engaged and 
increased membership varies in quite a large proportion; in some Con- 
ferences this ratio is quite marked; in some sections of the European 
Mission the divergence is more widely observable, and converts range in 
this analysis from one half to nine per missionary according to the figures, 
and many earnest inquiries will be made, no doubt, as to the reasons for 
this discrepancy as to results. 

From a New Testament text one inference might be drawn, “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth, so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit ;” from history an inference might also be had, as when President 
Woodruff went down into Herefordshire and baptized a waiting host, so 
it may be that Holland has been thus signally visited and that the Leeds 
Conference, England, has been similarly blessed, but there is after all a 
difference in earnestness, in method, in diligence, in faith and determina- 
tion; success is predicated, in part at least, on effort, while probably there 
are times and places where intense devotion may appear to signally fail. 

Experience proves that small success, if such a thing can be, is quite a 
stimulus to action, and that non-success depresses the feelings and un- 
nerves the activity of others, but aside from this, every earnest worker 
wants to do—to succeed, to be instrumental in converting, baptizing and 
saving some during his absence from home, or during his ministration in 
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foreign lands; and if every one should feel his diligence renewed and his 
endeavor quickened by a consideration of the Annual report, it will be a 
very commendable and praiseworthy conclusion. 

It is not expected that the brethren will “wait to be commanded in all 
things,” such are, according to the revelation, “unprofitable servants,” nor 
should any missionary after untiring application—after faith and prayer, 
conclude, even if he fails to baptize any, that his toil has been in vain, for 
sowing the seed is a decided—an absolute duty, and “the Lord of the har- 
vest” may determine what hand shall eventually gather the same. 

Upon the whole the mission is in a very satisfactory condition. Wedo 
not wish to find any fault, yet we are prayerfully hoping with the blessing 
of the Lord, and with such faithful energetic brethren as we now have, 
that the increase can be considerably enlarged during the present year; 
this can be done if the brethren will seize every opportunity and improve 
all the chances of the mission as it is now before them. 

Let all be careful to “redeem the time for the days are evil,” for there 
are inquirers everywhere if we have patience and faith—if we fast and 
pray, being untiring and forceful as the situation and our calling, without 
doubt, demands. N. 


District Mr Norice.—District Meetings will be held in the 
Manchester Conference, at the Rechabite Hall, Pine Street, Heywood, on 
Sunday, February 25, 1900, commencing at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The Presi- 
dency of the European Mission wil] be in attendance. All are cordially 
invited. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Lorenzo J. Haddock has been 
transferred from the Bristol Conference to the Welsh Conference. | 


PICTURES OF HUMAN NATURE. 


Ir is of peculiar interest at the close of this century to compare some of 
the portraits of human nature, successively given by those most competent 
to draw the characteristic features. : 

There is one picture taken shortly before the deluge. The author says 
(Gen. 6: 5): “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.” The same observation was made immediately after the 
deluge. 

Some centuries later, the inspired poet on the throne of Judah declared 
that, “They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one.” Ps. 14: 3. And in the beginning 
of our era Paul, the great Christian philosopher and logician, applies this 
to the world of his time, and adds some touches of his own: “There is 
none righteous, no, not one; there is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 
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deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness; their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction 
and misery are in their ways, and the way of peace have they not known.” 
Rom. 3: 10-17. 

Such are the pictures of human nature, fallen and unredeemed, pre- 
sented by all inspired writers. Are they in accord with truth? What is 
the conclusion of independent research 

A most interesting reply to this question may be found in “The Map of 
Life,” a work in which the author, Mr. Lecky, traverses the entire domain 
of morals. Mr. Lecky speaks with authority, as one of the most prominent 
historians of the century. He, too, draws a picture of human nature as 
he sees it two thousand years, almost, after the humiliating description by 
the Apostle Paul was penned. The ethics of the press, the bar, politics, 
war, and marriage pass review before Mr. Lecky, and he corroborates 
emphatically the verdicts of former ages. 

In the Literary Digest we find a brief reference to this important work. 
The author remarks that the world, after professing Christianity for 
eighteen hundred years is an armed camp. The preparations for war 
absorb the resources of the nations, and knowledge and inventions are 
largely employed in perfecting instruments of destruction. 

Even the efforts for peace are not dictated by humanitarian motives. It 
is all selfishness. The financial embarassments of the great nations; 
their profound distrust of one another; the vast cost of modern war; the 
gigantic commercial disasters it entails; the utter ruin that may follow 
defeat—these are the real influences that restrain the tiger passions and 
the avaricious cravings of mankind. 

In the business world, Mr. Lecky finds an abundance of almost spontane- 
ous malevolence. Crimes in the fields of finance, stock-jobbing, and spec- 
ulation are commonly committed by educated persons, who are in the 
enjoyment of the luxuries of life—fiattered and favored by modern civili- 
zation, which eagerly accords them an influence that is malign and scan- 
dalous. And the press is largely employed, systematically, persistently, 
deliberately, in fostering class hatred, race hatred, international hatred— 
by falsehood or malicious provocation. 

Some people are wont to boast of the moral progress the world has 
made, as evidenced by the rules of war that prohibit assassination, the 
use of poisoned missiles, and so on, but Mr. Lecky reminds his readers 
that explosive shells, concealed mines, torpedoes, ambuscades, starvation, 
deception by fabricated dispatches, the employment of spies and the dis- 
play of false signals are still among the resources of civilized and Chris- 
tian” warfare. 

In the legal field, the situation is no better. Says Mr. Lecky: 

“There is a kind of mind that grows so enamored with the subtleties 
and technicalities of the law that it delights in the unexpected and unin- 
tended results to which they may lead. I have heard an English judge 
say of another, long deceased, that he had, through this feeling, a positive 
pleasure in injustice; and one lawyer, not of this country, once confessed 
to me the amusement he derived from breaking the convictions of criminals . 
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in his State by discovering technical flaws in their indictments. Lord 
Brougham probably in no degree exaggerated when he described portions 
of the English law as ‘a two-edged sword in the hands of craft and oppres- 
sion; and a great authority on chancery law declared, in 1839, that ‘no 
man, as things now stand, can enter into a chancery suit with any reason- 
able hope of being alive at its termination, if he has a determined adver- 
sary.” 

The picture as drawn by the great historian is not bright, but true. It 
is worth while contemplating. The only way, whereby mankind can be 
truly elevated is by humiliation, faith, and repentance, but these must be 
preceded by knowledge of the utter helplessness of human nature, except 
for the assistance of Him who came to save that which is lost.— Deseret 
News. 


SHALL WE CALL IT PEACE? 


THE very word itself (Peace) may seem out of place in these days of 
self-assertion, belligerency and carnage; nations may even assert that 
duty has prompted preparation for war amid the opportunities of peace, 
and there may be glorying in what has been termed “an armed peace,” 
when “the dogs of war were but momentarily muzzled” or held in the 
leash until some possible or desired impulse wight deem the time propitious. 

An eminent Russian writer has just completed a large volume to prove 
that war is well nigh impossible now because of invention; he thinks that 
long range guns, repeating rifles, smokeless powder, and the consequently 
visible horrors of assured destruction will deter national combatants from 
either deliberate or blind activity in the arena of war. 

In this optimistic conclusion two things are decidedly overlooked ; first, 
there is no special change in human nature, rivalry, assumed interests or 
selfish intent, are not yet eradicated, and it is well known that fear exer- 
cises very little deterrent effect over men, particularly the professional 
fighting section of any nationality; they are trained to it, and personal 
glorification with advantages of both fame and emolument have weight 
yet with an element like this. , 
_ Secondly, the writer mentioned only looks at the material phase of the 

question, seemingly oblivious to the fact that there are spiritual forces, 
unseen but potent in all great movements, especially those which affect 
the human race and its destiny here and hereafter ;' and to reach conclu- 
sions without taking cognizance of these influences is to ignore the facts 
of history, and to set aside the inevitable fulfilment of the prophecies 
of old. 

It has been abundantly evident that men on the field of battle become 
so possessed, that no pleading of an opponent can arouse a feeling of 
either mercy or pity; the enemy must be slain and cold steel is as deliber- 
ately applied—as effectually used, as if the combatants were personal 
enemies, and personal life was at stake, but the act is disguised under the 
glowing words of bravery, patriotism and determinate uncontrolled self< 
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The most ardent believer in, and the most observant of modern inven- 
tions for destructive purposes, therefore anticipates a day when opposing 
forces may come near enough to look into each others eyes and yet 
refrain from fighting, because of a mutual understanding that collision 
means the utter annihilation of both belligerents in mass. 

Yet while prophetic utterance declares against crying “peace, peace, 
when there is no peace,” while it tells that wars far more exterminating 
in their character will assuredly yet drench the earth in tears and blood, 
there are also other utterances which tell just as decidedly of the coming 
reign of peace; the same authority—the same spirit anticipates the two, 
and deprecation of war with its attendant horrors will do but little by 
way of suppression until that outpouring of the spirit of the Lord shall 
be felt by all flesh, when even the animal kingdom shall forget its ferocity 
and “the lion shall eat straw like the ox.” 

The solemnity, beauty and glory of that time will be preceded by “that 
great controversy” which the Lord will hold with the nations, in which “he 
will plead with all flesh,” Jer. 25: 31-33, and when “the slain of the Lord’ 
shall be from one end of the earth to the other, they shall not be lamented, 
neither gathered, nor buried, but shall be dung upon the ground,” or as 
Isaiah saith, ‘‘Behold the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh 
waste, and turneth it upside down, .. . . the land shall be utterly 
emptied, and utcerly spoiled for the Lord hath spoken this word,” see 
Chapter 24. Mark also the predictions made by the Prophet Joseph Smith 
as to the latter days of darkness and calamity, which he humbly asked 
might be removed from his vision. 

That extermination by the Divine hand has been decreed upon unrighte- 
ousness, is evident in the flood, in the destruction of the cities of the plain, 
in the overthrow of the Assyrian host; it is the testimony of history that 
men have been appointed to this by divine command, we have evidence in 
the history of Israel when taking possession of the promised land, and in 
such instances as the successful assault by Gideon upon the Midianites 
according to the commandment, for wars of aggression Israel also consulted 
the Urim and Thummim or made inquiry of the Prophet of God. Judges 
1: 1, 20: 27, I Sam. 14: 37, 23: 2, 28: 6, 30: 8, also I Kings 22: 
6, II Chr. 18: 14, and it might be relevantly suggested that had Israel 
carried out rigidly the commandment, their history might have been 
vastly different from what it is to-day, and all readers will easily remem- 
ber where penalty was prompt for Saul’s reservation of “oxen and sheep,” 
when he was sent to utterly destroy the Amalekites and all they had; for 
this sin—this rejection of the word of the Lord, “the Lord rejected him 
from being king over Israel,” I Sam. 15: 23. 

Nations now may not have either Prophets or the Urim and Thummim, 
they may not be able to have a servant of the Lord to inquire for them 
when they go to war, yet such nations may be used without this as a rod 
of chastening in the order of God; and if this power acquired is righte- 
ously used in the fear of the Lord so far as they know Him, blessing may 
follow on one side or the other, but it appears to be an eternal law in 
history that “they who take the sword shall perish by the sword.” 
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Two of the proudest, mos? civilized, most Christian nations of the earth 
are engaged in devastating war, both endeavoring to subjugate a deter- 
mined opponent and bring the same to terms by sheer force, stubbornly 
fighting a stubborn resistance, but while the result is still trembling in 
the balance, few or none have the nerve to suggest arbitration or even to 
say much against the powers which are eventually expected to win. 

Surely this is a day of humiliation for both; Napoleon once said that 
“the fortune of war depended on the heaviest battalions,” or very similar 
words, but “the race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong,” and it is not yet determined which is the most thoroughly ex- 
hausted, the besieger or besieged, all sides make their appeal to “the God 
of battles,” but a wise man once said, “Pride goeth before destruction and 
a haughty spirit before a fall”; if “peace is taken from the earth,” and 
the consummation decreed upon all flesh is really begun, we can only say 
as was said of old, “When ye see these things come to pass, lift up your 
heads and rejoice, for the day of your redemption draweth nigh.” 

N. 


THE CITY OF BLOOD. 


THe “City of Peace” has, indeed, probably seen more wars and blood- 
shed than any spot on earth. Rightly did Ezekiel call it the “Bloody 
City.” Stubborn, cruel, rebellious, it has attracted the interest of man- 
kind by those whom it has killed and rejected rather than by any intrinsic 
character of its o nm. be one chance for Jerusalem was to lay 
aside her arrogant self-satisfaction, her hollow and sinful externalism, 
and to bow humbly before the message of God given by God manifest at 
length in the flesh, Him of whom the Law and the Prophets spoke. She 
would indeed have become a city of peace and righteousness. Under her 
stiff-necked and blind leaders, the priests, scribes, and Pharisees, she chose 
to remain in her ancient age-long condition of hard, dull, contemptuous 
opposition to the teaching of God's servants. . . 

Josephus tells us that, even immediately after the siege of Titus, no one 
in the desert waste around him would have recognized the beauty of 
Juda; and that if any Jew had come upon the city of a sudden, however 
well he had known it before, he would have asked what place it was. 
Jerusalem has indeed been the victim of untold horrors and punishments. 
Some enumerate seventeen sieges, others twenty-seven or twenty-eight. 
Eight cities—Canaanite, Davidic, post-Exilic, Herodian, Roman, Moham- 
medan, Christian, and Turkish—have been successively reared upon one 
and the same spot. From the death of Solomon degeneration rapidly set 
in. Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, and the prophets were unable, except 
for a brief period, to check its ever-growing tendency to idolatry. The 
kingdom was finally destroyed by Assyria, and the Jews taken to the banks 
of the Euphrates. Passing for a time under the dominion of the kings of 
Babylon, a remnant was at length restored by the Persians. Then the 
city fell to the lot of Alexander the Great, and passed under the sway of 
his successors—the Ptolemies and Seleucids. For a hundred years the 
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